
French & Italian Department -- Fall 2016

Italian Language Courses

Italian 133-1/134-1: 
Intensive Intermediate 

Italian

Visconti 11:00a-12:50p
Morgavi 2:00p-3:50p

Italian 102-1: 
Intermediate Italian

Pozzi-Pavan MTWF 1-1:50p
Pozzi-Pavan MTWF 2- 2:50p
TBA  MTWF 3-3:50p 

Italian 101-1: 
Elementary Italian

Visconti MTWF 10-10:50a
Simpson MTWF 12-12:50p
Simpson MTWF 1-1:50p
Simpson MTWF 2-2:50p



Italian 265: Body and soul
Professor Thomas Simpson MWF 10-10:50a

French & Italian Department -- Fall 2016

The idea that each of us has a body and a soul, and that the two are 
somehow separate entities, goes back to the origins of Western culture and 
history. This course studies the comprehension of the human body and soul 
in Italy from Augustan Rome to the early Renaissance. We will examine the 
body and soul in Rome by focusing on Ovid’s Metamorphoses, then turn 
to Christianity’s radical reconfiguration of the body and soul in the letters 
of Saint Paul and Gnostic writings, and finally arrive at the threshold of 
the modern world, exploring medieval saints and Boccaccio’s Decameron. 
Taught in English



Italian 349: topics in italian culture and literature:
Italian Cities

Professor Domietta Torlasco  TTh 11-12:20p

French & Italian Department -- Fall 2016

This course will explore how Italian cities have been portrayed and imagined in literature and 
cinema. More than a simple background for the narrative to unfold, cities such as Napoli, Roma, 
and Milano have played a crucial role as active sites of love, labor, crime, and revolt. We will 
focus on films and novels that shed light on crucial periods of postwar Italian history (the 
economic miracle, the years of lead, the 1980s backlash, up to the contemporary period) and ask 
questions about architecture, urban planning, life rhythms, consumerism, and spectacle. Films 
will include: Roberto Rossellini’s Voyage to Italy (1954), Federico Fellini’s La Dolce Vita (1960), Pier 
Paolo Pasolini’s Mamma Roma (1962), Nanni Moretti’s Caro Diario (1993), Matteo Garrone’s 
Gomorra (2008), and Paolo Sorrentino’s La grande bellezza (2013). We will also read texts by 
Elena Ferrante, Erri De Luca, Giovanni Testori, and Roberto Saviano, among others.   



Taught in 

English

Italian 350: advanced topics in italian culture and literature:

The detective and the witness

Professor Domietta Torlasco  TTh 2-3:20p

French & Italian Department -- Fall 2016

Numerous critics have identified the detective story as the genre in which modernity and its 
visual regimes are both exposed and de-familiarized. This course will explore the radically 
innovative ways in which Italian cinema has “undone” the detective genre, questioning received 
notions of history, memory, and truth. We will begin with Luchino Visconti’s Ossessione, the first 
Neorealist film and also the free adaptation of James M. Cain’s The Postman Always Rings Twice, 
continue with Michelangelo Antonioni’s “impossible” detective stories (L’avventura, Blow-up, and 
The Passenger), and then focus on those works by Bernardo Bertolucci, Liliana Cavani, and Elio 
Petri that most forcefully responded to the watershed events of 1968. During the course, we will 
analyze each film in close detail and also read literary texts by Italo Calvino, Jorge Luis Borges, 
and Leonardo Sciascia.
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